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Since her triumph in the 1985 international Bach piano competition in Toronto, and her subse-
quent Bach recording for Deutsche Grammophon, Angela Hewitt has been hailed as "one of the 
outstanding Bach pianists of our time" (Sunday Times [London], 1997). In 1994 she embarked 
on a 10-year project to record all the major keyboard works by Bach for the Hyperion label. She 
has performed throughout North America and Europe, as well as in Japan, Australia, China, 
Mexico, and the former Soviet Union. 
Born into a musical family, Hewitt began her piano studies at the age of 3, performing in public at 
4 and a year later winning her first scholarship. She also studied violin, recorder, singing, and 
classical ballet. At 9, she gave her first recital at Toronto's Royal Conservatory of Music, where 
she studied from 1964 to 1973. Hewitt then studied with French pianist Jean-Paul Sevilla at the 
University of Ottawa, from which she earned her bachelor of music degree at the age of 18. 
Before winning the Toronto Bach competition, Angela Hewitt placed first in Italy's Viotti competi-
tion ( 1978). She was a top prizewinner in the international Bach competitions in Leipzig and 
Washington, D.C., as well as in the Schumann competition in Zwickau, the Casadesus competition 
in Cleveland, and the Dino Ciani competition at La Scala in Milan. 
Hewitt's repertoire is vast, ranging from Bach to the contemporary. She recorded Granados's 
Spanish Dances for CBC Records, and in May 1998 Hyperion released a single disc devoted to the 
works of Oliver Messiaen. She has appeared as a soloist with major orchestras across Canada and 
the United States, with the Japan Philharmonic, and with all the orchestras of the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation. Her concerto appearances in the United Kingdom have included the 
Proms in the Royal Albert Hall. Her frequent solo recitals have taken her to many of the world's 
most prestigious venues, including Lincoln Center's Alice Tully Hall in New York, Davies Symphony 
Hall in San Francisco, the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., London's Wigmore Hall, Paris's 
Salle Gaveau, Ottawa's National Arts Centre, Tokyo's Bunka Kaikan, and the Sydney Opera House. 
An avid chamber music player, Hewitt has also appeared extensively with singers and instrumen-
talists in North America and Europe. Her lecture-recitals on Bach and her frequent master classes 
are widely appreciated by students and teachers alike. Dedicated to keeping "live music" alive, 
she is a founding member of Piano Six, a group of six Canadian pianists who take music to the 
rural communities of Canada. 
In 1995 Angela Hewitt was awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of Ottawa, and i 
1997 she received the key to the city of Ottawa. She has made her home in London since 1985. 
AV\9ela f-lewitt 
Pianist 
Chaconne and Twenty-one Variations in G Major 
Variations and Fugue in E-flat Major, op. 35 ("Eroica") 
Intermission 
Aria and Thirty Variations (The Goldberg Variations) 
George Frideric Handel 
(1685-1759) 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685- 1750) 
0 Recordings available on the Hyperion and CBC labels. 
Angela Hewitt appears by arrangement with Cramer/Marder Artists. 
The Rachel S. Thaler Concert Pianist Series was established at Ithaca College 
in 1991 in honor of Rachel Thaler. 
A native Ithacan and talented pianist, Rachel Thaler attended the Ithaca public schools and 
graduated from Ithaca High School. She was awarded a scholarship to attend the Ithaca 
Conservatory of Music, but her father's unexpected death shortly before classes began 
required her to change her plan and step in to manage the family's furniture business 
instead. 
Although she was never able to formally pursue her studies at the conservatory, Mrs. 
Thaler saw to it that her two sons and six grandchildren all had the opportunity to play 
musical instruments. Her love of music has remained strong, as has her attachment to 
Ithaca College. Both she and her late husband, Louis K. Thaler, were devoted supporters of 
the Friends of Ithaca College and members of the Tower Club for many years. 
In addition to her musical skill, Rachel Thaler is a talented artist, working with needle 
painting, an ancient Chinese technique that uses pieces of colored thread rather than pain 
to create the image. Her work has been exhibited at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
and in Rochester and Syracuse, and her technique has been featured in a video produced 
by the New York State Council on the Arts. 
In endowing the concert series, Manley H. Thaler said, "My mother has always had an 
affinity for music. We wanted to do something in her honor during her lifetime. Because of 
her interest in Ithaca College and its outstanding music program, it was clear that the 
endowment fund should be created here." 
